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We would like to express our deepest gratitude to Mr Jean Claude Gandur and the whole team of
the Fondation Gandur pour I’Art for their assistance, for lending precious works of art as well as
related materials to this exhibition “Ancient Egyptian Art & Magic”.
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Exhibition Ancient Egyptian Art & Magic

Treasures from the Fondation Gandur pour 'Art, Geneva, Switzerland
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Hokkaido Asahikawa Museum of Art
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17 April to 21 June, 2015
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Organized by Hokkaido Asahikawa Museum of Art,
The Hokkaido Shimbun Press
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Fukui Prefectural Museum of Fine Arts
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3 July to 30 August, 2015
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The Fukui Shimbun Co.,Ltd.,
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The Shoto Museum of Art
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6 October to 23 November, 2015
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Organized by The Shoto Museum of Art

Wasy  BEIGULSLARAR A A

Gunma Museum of Art, Tatebayashi
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5 January to 21 March, 2016
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Organized by Gunma Museum of Art, Tatebayashi
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Greetings

Over 5000 years ago, ancient Egyptians built one of the oldest civilizations in the world along the
great Nile River which flows through the African continent. That civilization flourished for a long period
of almost 3000 years, leaving behind astounding pyramids and sphinxes, colossal temples and tombs.

Ancient Egyptian art is mostly composed of funerary objects unearthed from the tombs of pharaohs
and members of the elite which constituted the top of the Egyptian society at the time. Those objects
allow us to imagine not only their way of life and customs, but also their religion and thoughts.

Observing their surrounding nature was a constant activity for ancient Egyptians. Various analogies
were drawn from the findings of those observations, leading to numerous stories of gods originating in
the creation of the universe and even influencing people’s daily lives. Traditionally, Japan has embraced
the primitive worship of nature, believing that gods reside everywhere in the natural world and as such,
we, as Japanese, can certainly feel a sense of affinity with these ancient Egyptian mythologies. The
magnificent funerary objects expressing that faith will also undoubtedly captivate and mesmerize all

visitors.

This exhibition “Ancient Egyptian Art & Magic” is composed of about 150 exquisite objects, a whole
array of works of art from ancient Egypt which prospered over the course of almost 3000 years, from
the Predynastic to the Ptolemaic period which preceded the annexation of Egypt by the Roman Empire.
Mr Jean Claude Gandur, founder and Chairman of the Fondation Gandur pour I’Art, has kindly agreed
to have them displayed for the first time ever in Japan.

Based on his extensive knowledge, Dr. Robert Steven Bianchi, the Foundation’s head curator and
curator of its Antiquities collection, and guest curator of this exhibition, has classified the collection
into 3 large themes; “Hieroglyphs”, “Materials” and “Color” for this particular exhibition, adding clear
explanations to each of them. We believe this will allow the doors to the world of ancient Egyptian art
to open wide before our visitors in Japan.

Far from setting up nature against civilization, “magic”, which is also the key word of this exhibition,
was also adopted by ancient Egyptians in order to lead the two towards a harmonious world. Going back
to time immemorial, this exhibition will not only give us an insight into the environment that nurtured
their civilization but also allow us to witness the human wisdom or experiences and observations that

were born there, as well as the magic of their imagination and analogies.

Lastly, we would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the Fondation Gandur pour '’Art, Geneva,
Switzerland who have loaned us their prized works to make this exhibition possible, the Embassy of
Switzerland in Japan as well as the Embassy of Egypt Culture, Education and Science Bureau and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, amongst other government-affiliated organizations. We would
also like to express our sincere thanks to all parties involved who have offered their kind patronage,

assistance and cooperation.

The Organizers
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Preface

I have been fascinated with the allure of Egypt since my earliest childhood spent in Alexandria.
I started collecting at a young age, moved and inspired by the beauty of a small, early Christian oil
lamp received from my grandmother when I was nine. A school trip to the archaeological digs at
Saqqara with the Swiss school in Alexandria sealed a passion that has never left me. Building on a
small family collection, I have gradually become an ardent collector of art over the years, focusing

on objects of exceptional quality.

Based on the conviction that art contributes to a better understanding between civilisations
and should be accessible to everyone, I set up the Fondation Gandur pour ’Art in 2010 in Geneva,
Switzerland, to ensure that my collections would be accessible and shared with the public. Today,
selections of our large collection of antiquities, European post-World War II abstract paintings and

decorative arts, travel around the world, fulfilling the objective that we have set for our Foundation.

Following major exhibitions in Switzerland, France and the U.S.A., I am honoured to have the
opportunity to exhibit in Japan for the first time a selection of our ancient Egyptian antiquities.
These exhibitions will take place at four venues: the Hokkaido Asahikawa Museum of Art, the
Fukui Prefectural Museum of Fine Arts, the Shoto Museum of Art and the Gunma Musuem of Art,

Tatebayashi, creating a unique opportunity for the Japanese public.

The objects exhibited were selected for both aesthetic and didactic reasons. As always, our aim is
to help the public to understand and appreciate the ancient Egyptian civilisation and the significant

contribution that civilisations like these have made to our societies.

My gratitude goes to Professor Bob Bianchi. His worldwide network brought together Art Planning
Rey and the Fondation Gandur pour I'Art, making this exhibition possible. His deep knowledge of the
art of the Ancient World has been instrumental in offering a remarkable exhibition to the Japanese
public.

Jean Claude Gandur

Founder and Chairman
Fondation Gandur pour I’Art, Geneva, Switzerland
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Ancient Egyptian Art & Magic
— Treasures from the Fondation Gandur pour I’Art, Geneva, Switzerland

This exhibition “Ancient Egyptian Art & Magic” is composed of about 150 exquisite objects,
a whole array of works of art from ancient Egypt which prospered over the course of almost
3000 years, from the Predynastic to the Ptolemaic period which preceded the annexation of
Egypt by the Roman Empire.

Magic is indeed a key evocative term, because for the Egyptians art transformed and ordered
the cosmos so as to assure the ordered community of the natural and human worlds.

As the exhibition’s curator Robert Steven Bianchi thoughtfully explains, each material
convey a variety of meanings associated with life of Egypt’s pharaoh and elite, as well as
with their cosmology.

The Collector Mr Jean Claude Gandur, founder and Chairman of the Fondation Gandur pour
I’Art, Geneva, Switzerland, has kindly agreed to have them displayed for the first time ever
in Japan, so their presentation is a landmark event.

[Venue & Date]
Ist venue:  Hokkaido Asahikawa Museum of Art 17 April to 21 June, 2015
2nd venue: Fukui Fine Arts Museum 3 July to 30 August, 2015
3rd venue: The Shoto Museum of Art 6 October to 23 November, 2015

4th venue: Gunma Museum of Art, Tatebayashi 5 January to 21 March, 2016

[Guest Curator]
Dr Robert Steven Bianchi
(Head curator and curator of Archaeology Collections, The Fondation Gandur pour I’ Art, Geneva, Switzerland)

M Press Homepage for the 1st venue Hokkaido Asahikawa Museum of Art :
http://event.hokkaido-np.co.jp/egypt/

M Contact person and address:
in charge of this Exhibition Ancient Egyptian ART & MAGIC;
Daimon Fukai / Naoko Toyoda, Art Planning Rey Inc.,
#3-30, Seiko-so, 1-15-3, Higahiyama, Meguro, Tokyo, Japan 153-0043
MAIL. mon2000@gol.com / nam2000@gol.com
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Education through Art: About the Fondation Gandur pour I’Art

Founded in 2010 by international art collector and entrepreneur Jean Claude Gandur, the Fondation Gandur
pour I'Art is a non-profit organisation dedicated to furthering cultural education and understanding through
public access to its world-class art collections. Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, the Foundation works to
preserve, enrich and exhibit its collections, in close partnership with Geneva’s Art and History Museum (les
Musées d’art et d’histoire de la Ville de Genéve) and other institutions of exceptional calibre worldwide.

The Vision

The Foundation pursues Jean Claude Gandur’s vision that art should be made open and accessible, reflecting
his conviction that culture creates bridges between peoples and facilitates social integration. What began as
Jean Claude Gandur’s intense passion for art at an early age has become one of the world’s most prestigious
private collections, providing a rare opportunity for the appreciation and understanding of cultural heritage.

In addition to its affiliation with Geneva’s Art and History Museum, the Foundation shares its collections with
museums and cultural institutions around the world through numerous loans and exhibitions.

Modernity Meets Antiquity

The Foundation’s collections are an impressive crossroads between the ancient and modern worlds: from the
age of the pharaohs of the seventh millennium BC to Europe of the late twentieth century. The collections
cover three distinct areas:

1. Archaeology: over 1,000 works of art from Ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome and the Near East, bearing
witness to the many facets of these diverse civilisations;

2. Fine arts: more than 600 works of modern and contemporary art, focusing on European post-war
paintings from the Second School of Paris (1945-1962), the CoBrA movement, the Narrative Figuration
and New Realism.

3. Decorative arts: over 350 exceptional quality pieces, ranging from medieval sculpture to French
furniture of the eighteenth century, represented by the greatest names of each period, including
works by such master cabinetmakers as Riesener, Weisweiler and Carlin.

Commitment to International Professional Standards

The Fondation Gandur pour I’Art is committed to safeguarding cultural heritage and, in so doing, adheres to the
standards of professional practice and performance established by the code of ethics of the International
Council of Museums (ICOM), of which it is a member. This includes respecting rightful ownership, provenance,
documentation and accessibility.

The philosophy of Jean Claude Gandur in art is one of shared passion, entrepreneurship, rigour and an
exceptionally discriminating eye, enriched by his interaction with international experts —some of the world’s
most respected curators and art historians.

For more information about the Fondation Gandur pour I’Art: www.fg-art.org, info@fg-art.org
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